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The memory of being felicitated by the Chief Minister will always remain etched in Deepika’s mind! Even
in her remotest dreams this reticent 14-year-old from Bodhi Kala — a remote village in Nawada district
of Bihar — wouldn’t have thought that one day she would have the courage to inform the Child Marriage
Prohibition Officer about her impending marriage. The Sandhya Chaupal (village open forum), organised
as part of the Child Marriage and Dowry Campaign empowered her with information and courage to act
against this social and harmful practice her family was forcing her due to abject poverty. With timely
intervention the concerned government officer took immediate action, met Deepika’s parents and
succeeded in convincing them to postpone her marriage. Today, Deepika continues her studies and
dreams big!

India constitutes more than one third of the global burden of child marriage. The positive trends in the
decrease of child marriage in India demonstrate that change is possible in one generation. In 1970, three
out of four women would get married before 18, now it's one out of four. However, progress should not hide
the magnitude of a persistent problem: every year we have at least 1.5 million girls getting married in India.
The positive trend of recent years may also mask regional disparities from a low 8 per cent to 43 per cent.
Even within states where child marriage is low, you can always find pockets of high prevalence.

There are many champions like Deepika across the country, what they need is an enabling environment,
family and community members who believe in her and make it possible for her to achieve her dreams

and aspirations. We know that some of the key drivers of change are secondary education, sustained
engagement with community, building the agency of adolescent girls and boys, incentivising
change through a cash plus programmes and linkages to flexible and alternative learning,
skilling and employment opportunities for a smooth workforce transition.

We have gone through an innovation-learning-scaling-up process in India and we have shifted gears over
the period, from small scale projects to scaling up our initiatives. With a robust monitoring, learning and
knowledge management together with consultations with external stakeholders, the at-scale programming
was developed for expansion, adaptation and replication.

Itis critical to acknowledge that the pathway started with a district level model, given the dynamic nature
of the programme, there are many pathways for scaling up a successful intervention at state level. The
challenge is to find the pathway that is most effective in a given state and sectoral context.

This Design Workshop presents us with an invaluable opportunity to ideate through shared learning and
strengthening initiatives to empower adolescent girls and boys across the globe. We take this opportunity
to welcome you to the beautiful, vibrant and colourful city of Jaipur. Do get in touch with our team members
in case you require any assistance or information during your stay.

We wish you a pleasant stay and look forward to a productive discussion during the workshop in the
coming days.

UNFPA, UNICEF and UN Women
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hild marriage is a human rights
Cviolation on a vast scale and a

major obstacle to sustainable
development. Child marriage affects
both girls and boys, however girls are
disproportionately affected; levels of chi
marriage among boys are about one-fi
the levels among girls. Around 21 per ce
(or one in five) women aged 20-24 were
married before age 18. Ending child marri
is essential to enable millions of adoles
girls the opportunity for a better life and to
realize their full potential, while improving
maternal and child health worldwide.

Globally, the social and political will
to eliminate child marriage is stronger
now than ever before. The Sustainable
pment Goals include a dedicated
t to eliminating child, e
iage and oth




In this context, UNICEF

and UNFPA launched

the Global Programme to

Accelerate Action to End

Child Marriage in 2016. The

joint Programme has a 15-year

strategy and in partnership
with governments and civil
society, is turning commitment
into tangible action to
transform the lives of girls by
using five proven strategies to
end child marriage:

*  Building the skills and
knowledge of girls at risk
of child marriage

e Supporting households
in demonstrating positive
attitudes towards
adolescent girls

e Strengthening the systems
that deliver services to
adolescent girls

*  Ensuring laws and
policies protect and
promote adolescent
girls’ rights

*  (Generating and using
robust data to inform
programmes and policies
relating to adolescent girls.

With well-established country
presence, UNICEF and UNFPA
bring strong partnerships and
robust expertise to ensure
prevention, protection and
care services across sectors
for girls at risk of and affected
by child marriage. Since

its launch, the Programme
has been engaging critical
influencers and decision-
makers, ranging from
international and regional
officials, to heads of state,
civil society organisations,
academia, private sector and
girls and boys.

The Global Programme
focuses on adolescent girls
aged 10-19 at risk of marriage
or already in union in 12
high-prevalence and/or high-
burden countries: Bangladesh,
Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana,
India, Mozambique, Nepal,
Niger, Sierra Leone, Uganda,
Yemen and Zambia.
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Global

Programme
to Accelerate
Action to End
Child Marriage
(GPECM) in India

Demographic situation, opportunities

the world (253 million) aged 10-19 years, which

is about 21 per cent of world’s adolescent
population. Adolescent girls constitute 47 per cent
of this population group. The development and
well-being of these adolescent girls and boys
is essential for the realization of their human
rights and critical for India’s social, political and
economic progress. India has made major progress
in improving health and education outcomes for
adolescent girls and boys. Yet, a lot of ground
remains to be covered. Both adolescent girls and
boys are widely excluded from decisions that
affect them, have limited access to information on
issues affecting their lives, and have limited spaces
to develop competencies crucial for effective
participation.

I ndia has the largest population of adolescents in

Adolescent girls, especially, are exposed to multiple y \L
layers of vulnerability due to pernicious social .
norms affecting the value of girls, which in turn
affects their ability to move freely and to make
decisions affecting their work, education, marriage
and social relationships.



43 per cent of
girls drop out
before completing
secondary
education due
to household
responsibilities,
marriage, child
labour, limited
relevance of

education for
employment and The prevalence of girls getting
employability, . :
distance to school married before age 18 has declined
and/or lack of from 47 per cent to 27 per cent
sanitation facilities between 2005-2006 and 2015-2016

at school. but is still too high.3

Child marriage, a deeply makes it home to the largest girls, poverty reduction
rooted social norm, number of child brides in the and migration from rural
provides glaring evidence of world - alone accounting for areas to urban centres.
widespread gender inequality  a third of the global total.? While there is positive

and discrimination. Estimates The decline may be the result change, the prevalence
suggest that each year, at of multiple factors such as continues to be high across
least 1.5 million' girls under increased literacy of mothers,  districts within states.

18 get married in India, which better access to education for

! Estimations based on Census 2011
2Ending Child Marriage: Progress and Prospects, UNICEF, New York 2014
% National Family Health Survey 4, 2015-16
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Current state of child marriage among girls

Number of girls and women who were first married or in union before age 18, India,
South Asia and the world

One in three of the
world’s child brides
live in India. Of the
country’s 223 million
child brides, 102
million were married
before turning 15

India is home
to 223 million
child brides

I | |
South Asia 285
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g 'ndia million g
102 nition 121 nitiion )
Girls and women were married Girls and women were married at or after 4 =10 million
before age 15 in India age 15 but before age 18 in India

NOTE: Due to rounding, individual figures may not add up to total.

Number of girls and women who were first married before age 18, by state

Over half of Indian
child brides live in five
states: Uttar Pradesh,

Bihar, West Bengal,

Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh. Uttar
Pradesh is home to the

largest population of child
brides, with 37 million

Uttar Pradesh,

36 million

Bihar,
22 million

West Bengal,
22 million

Maharashtra,
20 million
Madhya Pradesh,

16 million

NOTE: Geographical boundaries follow the National Family Health Survey, 2015-2016. State populations are estimated

using data from the Census of India 2011 and the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population

Division, 2017.
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Per centage of women age 20-24 years married before the age of 18 years

India ranks fourth among the eight South Asian countries in terms of child marriage prevalence

Maldives Sri Lanka
4 10

Key facts

Approximately one in
four young women in
India were married
before their 18
birthday

22

20

w
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World South Asia
21 30

~
o
o1
o
(@]
o

Pakistan ~ Bhutan Afghanistan  Nepal Bangladesh

21 26 35

The majority of young women who
married in childhood gave birth as
adolescents. Child brides go on to
have larger families compared to
women who marry later

40 59

India’s progress is strong compared
to other countries in South Asia.
Nonetheless, if child marriage is to be
eliminated by 2030, additional efforts
will be required

A’a.\
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Prevalence of child
marriage is highest in Bihar
at 42.5 per cent. Among
districts, Shrawasti in Uttar

Pradesh has the highest
prevalence
at 68.5 per cent

NOTE: This map does not reflect a position by UNICEF on the legal status of any country or territory or the
delimitation of any frontiers. The dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and
Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been
agreed upon by the parties.




DATA AND TRENDS
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1in5 | 1lin2 - Among 8% of women
adolescents | adolescentgirls =~ womenaged age 15-19
intheworld =~ 15-19vyears | 20-24years, have begun
liveinindia;1 | isanaemic = lin4were  childbearing
in 5 persons married
inlndiaisan before the
adolescent | ageof 18
Waomen in the
poores ! hiusehobds
ara folr Simds more
likely to marry before
Wamen inrural 18 than women in the
area are bwo times richest households

more likely tomarry
before 18 than women
inthe urban area

Waomen without
any educationare
sevenke times more
likely o befare
Of every 10 ¥ tomarmy
chibdren eneolled in 18 than women who
primary sehool, only have 12 oF more

& reach class IX years of education

Female Labour Force
Participation [FLFF}
ia only 275 (20251,
down from 429 (1994)

20 million girls and
WEIMAEN in rurad India
dropped from labour
force (2004-2012)

DRWERS OF CHILD MARRIAGE
1 2 © L4 5]

Social & Inadequate Lewe agency Economic Limited access
Geneder normd Impdementalbon of girls conshierations toeducation,
- Satety & of laws and = Powerty, especialty at
soourity policies dowry & socondary level
‘wedding costs

Seairee : Natwnal Family Heolth Survey, 162015, Workd Bank



Child marriage as a priority

Ending child marriage is not
only about government action,
but about collective action

by various stakeholders in
communities and society. It

is a window opportunity for
addressing gender inequity,
intergenerational poverty and
transition from childhood to
adulthood. Thus, it is critical
to address the needs of young
people within a continuum

of investments.

GPECM provides an effective
entry point to address broader
issues such as adolescents’
aspirations, choices and
opportunities in life, breaking
the intergenerational cycle of
poverty and ensuring the roles
of adolescent girls and boys
as agents of change.

Strategic Shift

UNICEF and UNFPA have
demonstrated scaling up of
adolescent empowerment
programmes with government
and partners to reach millions
of adolescent girls and

boys, specifically to end

child marriage.

In the past five years, UNICEF
and UNFPA India intensified
efforts to address the needs
of adolescent girls and boys in
their transition from childhood
to adulthood in the areas of
health, nutrition, education,
protection of rights and
utilisation of social protection
schemes. Adolescent

There has
been a shift in
interventions

moving from small
in scope and
mainly sector-
based to larger
scale state and
district models.

engagement and participation
at all levels of governance
including prevention of child
marriage, in turn creating
now ideal conditions for a
large movement of adolescent
girls and boys as positive
agents of change. Thirteen
states initiated a convergent
approach and developed a

scalable model to end child
marriage through adolescent
empowerment. UNICEF

and UNFPA have leveraged
government schemes and
civil society partnerships by
building capacity to deliver
quality programming at the
state/district levels, resulting
in impact at scale.

UNICEF and UNFPA aim to
strengthen critical institutions,
systems and partnerships in
selected states and districts
to deliver quality services
and equal opportunities for
adolescent girls and boys.
Hence, both agencies have
focused on geographies

that have high (>50%) and
medium (between 20%-50%)
prevalence of child marriage.

UNICEF and UNFPA's work
to combat child marriage and
empower adolescent girls
and boys in India centres on
five key interventions. This

is strongly linked with socio-
economic empowerment,
aspirations and informed
choices of girls and boys
through education, skills and
linkages with employment
opportunities.

25



Strategies to accelerate change

Q
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ENDING
CHILD MARRIAGE
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Adolescent girls and
boys as agents of
change - Provide space,
skills, voice & agency for
participation, leadership,
and intergenerational
dialogue. The programme
has till date reached

5 million adolescent girls
and boys (UNICEF),

1.6 million girls and

boys (UNFPA) through
adolescent groups,
participation and access
to information and life
skills training.

Social mobilisation
and community
engagement — Using
multimedia tools to

work with parents and
community structures,
discussions with positive
role models and key
influencers at community
level to provide the
eco-system. UNICEF

has reached 1.9 million
parents and community
members through social
and behavioral change
communication to end
child marriage and
promote adolescent
empowerment.

Investments in
education for children
both in and out of
school - Itis critical

to look at education and
skills as a continuum and

not just at secondary

or tertiary levels. In
school, UNFPA and
UNICEF support life skills,
enrolment, learning,
transition, completion
and career guidance.
We are moving away
from only looking at
formal education to

also recognising the
importance of alternative
education, especially

for the most vulnerable
groups. We are reaching
total of 5.1 million
adolescent girls and boys
through in school and out
of school interventions.

. Access to social

protection
programmes and
complementary
services — Access

to cash transfers to
support girl's education.
Government is supporting
many cash transfer
programmes reaching
millions of girls. Through
evidence, we have
advocated for plus
components of life skills,
parenting, communication
and linkages to skills and
employment. UNICEF has
advocated with five state
governments to design
or redesign their cash
transfer programmes
and integrated

plus components/

21



complementary services
to reach more than

7.6 million adolescent
girls.

Linkages with skills
and employment
opportunities —
Partnering with

solution providers-

such as CSOs (skills
training), corporates

(for employment
opportunities) and
Government (connecting
with State Skills Missions)

Change in the lives of
adolescents girls and boys will
happen more effectively when

3)

academic institutions,
corporates, UN agencies,
and voluntary groups.
Action needs to be
taken at all levels from
Prime Minister and
Chief Ministers to the
community structures.
This is resulting in
creating a movement
against child marriage
and bringing the child
marriage discourse to
mainstream.

Implementation of
systems and
services — i) capacity
building, ii) planning
iii) coordination

an enabling environment is
developed in their communities
and the actions are taken to
scale to accelerate results.
This is possible through the

iv) costing, resulting

in effective delivery of
services at district, block
and village level.

following approaches:

4)

Generating evidence
for programme

1) Advocacy, effectiveness,
constituency building measuring progress and
and partnerships with national/state advocacy.
key stakeholders such as This will be done to
media, parliamentarians, learn from setbacks and
FBOs, UN agencies, NGOs present a strong case
& private sector. for approaches, results

for improving lives of

2) Partnerships - To widen adolescent girls and boys.

28

the discourse around
child marriage, we are
fostering partnerships
with multiple stakeholders
—such as CSOs,

Joint programming

UNICEF and UNFPA are
working with an integrated




approach and in common
geographies where possible.
In the state of Madhya
Pradesh, both agencies will
be supporting the integration
of life-skills in schools with
UNICEF focusing on upper
primary grades and UNFPA
supporting in secondary
schools, with advisory
technical support from UN
Women. In the states of
Rajasthan and Bihar, UNICEF
and UNFPA will be jointly
supporting the roll-out of the
state action plan, and the
state-wide campaign on child
marriage. The three agencies
will also be collaborating for
high level policy advocacy
with the Ministry of Women
and Child Development and
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare in the roll-out
of national flagship schemes
like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
(enhancing value of daughters)
and RKSK (Adolescent Health
Programme).

For adolescent and youth
research and data analysis,
UNICEF and UNFPA partnered
with a focus on child marriage
and other harmful practices.
Ending child marriage is a
priority in the Strategic Plans
(2014-2017) of both UNICEF
and UNFPA. UNFPA's strategic
plan (2018-2021) has committed
focus on elimination of harmful

29



practices as one of the three
transformative result areas and
included specific programme
strategies and interventions
to contribute to this outcome.
UNICEF's Gender Action Plan
(2014-2017) identifies

ending child marriage as

one of the four corporate
targeted priorities. Ending
child marriage is a flagship
result and an office-wide
priority for UNICEF India in
the current CPD (2018-2022).
UN Women's learnings from
its gender transformative
programming will inform the
joint programming on Child
Marriage.

Way forward

The programmatic approach
and scale-up strategies have
been developed in order to
ensure that the empowerment
of adolescents becomes

a social policy issue. This

will be ensured through the
following results:

* Enabling environment:
State Government,
duty bearers and key
influencers to become
increasingly committed to
improving the well-being
of adolescent girls and
boys.

Supply: State Government
and key stakeholders have
the capacity and skills to
promote and deliver quality
services and prevention
programme for adolescent
girls and boys.

Demand: Adolescent

girls and boys, parents and
community influencers and
their associations/collectives
(e.g. youth groups, parent
teacher associations, school
management committees
etc.) question discriminatory
norms and practices
including those related to
child and early marriage.
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UNICEF and UNFPA
Approach to Ending

Child Marriage in
Rajasthan

Demography of Rajasthan

Indicators Census 2011
Population* 68.6 million
Total

Urban (%) 24.9
Male (%) 52
Female (%) 48

Scheduled Caste (%)

Scheduled Tribe (%)

Children 0-18 years (%)

46

Sex Ratio (females per 1000 males)

928

Sex Ratio (0-6 years, females per 1000 males)

868

Sex Ratio at Birth (females born per 1000
males born)®

857

*Rajasthan is home to 6 per cent of India’s total population
5 Sample Registration System 2014-16
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Engagement with adolescent girls and boys in school
Creating powerful alternatives; empowering
adolescents.

UNICEF and UNFPA is working with adolescent girls and boys
in school-based groups — Meena and Raju Manch (group of
adolescent girls and boys in government elementary schools),
Gargi Manch (group of adolescent girls in government
secondary schools) and with Adhyapika Manch (female
teachers forum in government schools).

Engagement with out of school adolescents
Reaching the excluded and most vulnerable.

UNICEF and UNFPA is working with out of school adolescent
girls and boys by strengthening government mechanisms

and platforms such as Scheme for Adolescent Girls (which
comprises of adolescent girl’s groups in communities)

Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (through gender champions) and
exploring opportunities with Menstrual Hygiene Management
(MHM) scheme of Department of Women Empowerment and
Kaushalya Sakhi— working with women members of self-help
groups under the State Rural Livelihood Mission.

Five Pillars of Programming

Adolescents

Creating ) )
powerful Reaching the Influencing Creating a Creating an
alternatives; excluded; most communities for protective enabling
empowering vulnerable viable collective network environment for
adolescents solution change
S
©
2
> =
&8 = s
2 = £ s
S 2 8 = g
-] 2 5 H
5 - o = 2
E 3 E @ P
EE 3 2 =
D o - ) =
z < s 2 |
(N = fi} a
Non-school .
School Based Policy
Engagement of £ pased tf PRI & System_ Advocacy and
Adolescents Ngagement for SHG-led Strengthening Partnerships

Business Model for Upscale in Rajasthan



Influencing communities for viable collective solutions.

UNICEF and UNFPA is working with PRI members (local
self-governance) and SHG members to strengthen Gram
Panchayat Development Planning process and community

led engagement to change social norms and practices that
have a negative impact on the lives of girls and boys and work
collectively to enhance the value of girls.

To create a protective network.

UNICEF and UNFPA is working with judiciary, police and
Rajasthan Institute of Public Administration (RIPA) advocating
for revision and simplification of state rules, Standard
Operation Procedures for functionaries and ensuring

that legal structure is more adolescent friendly as well as
community responsive. UNICEF Rajasthan is also providing
technical support to the Department of Women Empowerment
for re-designing of Rajshree scheme (flagship scheme of
Government of Rajasthan) to better address the needs of
adolescent girls, particularly in the age group 13-18 years.

To create an enabling environment for change.

UNICEF and UNFPA have worked effectively in creating an
alliance of development partners popularly known as ‘Sajha
Abhiyan’(Government of Rajasthan’s flagship programme on
child marriage free Rajasthan) to support government and
other stakeholders in improving the value of girl child and
prevention of child marriage.
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Global Programme to
Accelerate Action to
End Child Marriage —
Design Workshop for
Phase |

NICEF, UNFPA and UN Women
Headquarters are convening the Global
Programme to Accelerate Action to End Child

Marriage — Design Workshop for Phase Il from
18-23 February 2019 in Jaipur, Rajasthan.

The workshop includes approximately 100 participants
from UN and civil society delegates. In Rajasthan,
participants will visit ECM implementation districts of
Sawai Madhopur and Tonk. This will be followed by an
intensive design workshop session for Phase Il of the
Global Programme to Accelerate Action to End Child
Marriage. The objectives of the workshop will be:

e Learn from the site visits in Rajasthan and from
other international experts about elements of
gender-transformative programming and to
encourage how to apply these learnings at the
country and regional levels;

e Exchange views with other country teams,
agencies, and experts about the successes and
challenges of Phase | of the GPECM,;

e Review the Global Theory of Change, the Results
Framework, and generate inputs for required
revisions for Phase II;

e Build capacity of the participants, in a limited
way, on aspects of measurement and gender-
transformative approaches; and

e Begin the process of building a shared vision
between UNICEF, UNFPA and UN Women for
Phase Il, including in humanitarian settings.
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40% 1

Ddisha’s population One of the lan ork of ifitudents :
belongs to marginalised residential sc @ Cand
communities STtamm“"iti*wﬁ-‘:ﬂ“"”

4,000 2,000 1,500 300

ANMs trained on

Trained teachers transact life skills sesslons f& Promoting student friendly environment -
from 5™ standard onwards w\- Training of matrons, ANMs, Guidelines on

safety and security, hotline phone in hostels
Students trained as Peer educator to provide age

appropriate information & influence positive Health screening and counselling in
behaviours convergence with the health sector

Co-curricular activities to create awareness on Community engagement through parent
rights of young people and reinforce messages teacher association meeting
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Glossary

Adhyapika Manch Female teacher’s forum in government schools of Rajasthan

Gargi Manch Group of adolescent girls in government secondary schools
Meena Manch Group of adolescent girls in government elementary schools
Raju Manch Group of adolescent boys in government elementary schools
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Important Contacts

Chief Field Office, UNICEF Rajasthan and Area Security
Coordinator:

Isabelle Bardem

E-mail - ibardem@unicef.org

Mobile No. +91-9829054634

UNFPA State Representative and Deputy Area Security
Coordinator

Sunil Jacob

Email - jacob@unfpa.org

Mobile No. +91-9828455268

Operations Officer, UNICEF Rajasthan
Tara Prasad Tripathy

Email - ttripathy@unicef.org

Mobile No. +91-9829020255

Admin and Finance Officer, UNFPA, Rajasthan
Pankaj Saxena

Email - saxena@unfpa.org

Mobile No. +91-9829822900

Alternate Security Focal Point, UNICEF Rajasthan
Yogendra Sharma

Email - ysharma@unicef.org

Mobile No. +91-9001793551

Admin and Finance Team, UNICEF Rajasthan
Mathew Paniker

Email - mplamkoodathil@unicef.org

Mobile No. +91-9680089576

Security Officer for UNICEF India Country Office
Dharambir Oberoi

Email - doberoi@unicef.org

Mobile No. +91-9971885858

Admin and Finance Team, Delhi
Manish Thind

Email - mthind@unicef.org

Mobile No. +91-9810303575

Ambulance - 108 (Toll free)
Police Station: Jawahar Circle Police Station, (1km from the hotel)

Address: 354-356, Siddharth Nagar, Malviya Nagar, Sector-9, Jaipur,
Rajasthan-302017, Tel: 0141-2546076
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